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AWSF History:

• AWSF works in close partnership with 
Tucson Waldorf  School to ensure that 
families interested in a Waldorf  
education for their child(ren) are given 
the opportunity to apply for financial 
aid. 

• AWSF offers both Financial Needs 
Based Scholarships and Recommended 
Tax Credit Scholarships to students 
attending Tucson Waldorf  School.

• AWSF is a nonprofit 501C(3) School 
Tuition Organization (STO) that was 
established by TWS alumni parents to 
fund scholarships for students 
attending independent Waldorf  
schools in the state of  Arizona. 

• AWSF is board directed with currently 
one employee. We are always looking 
for volunteers and new board 
prospects!



STO Review:

• Student Tuition Organizations (STO’s) were created in 1998 to act as a vehicle for 
receiving Tax Credit Donations to fund Private School Tuition Scholarships. 

• STO’s are tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of  the Internal Revenue Code and 
allocate at least 90 percent of  annual contributions to scholarships or grants and 
makes these funds available to students of  more than one qualified school.

• The Arizona School Tax Credit Program allows any Arizona taxpayer to contribute 
to an STO and get the entire contribution back in the form of  a tax credit, given 
you have the liability. 

• A Tax Credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction of  state income tax that you owe.



Outline of  Workshop:

• How to give a tax credit donation

• Questions

• How to ask for a tax credit donation 

• Questions

• Break into practice groups

• Share what you learned and ask additional questions

• Hear from a “Recommended Credit Pro”



General Facts About Contributing Your State 

Tax Dollars:

• You have up until the day you file, no later than April 15th, to redirect your prior 
year state taxes.  

• Anyone who has an Arizona state tax liability can participate, no matter how small 
the liability, with a maximum allowable contribution of  $1,183 for those filing single, 
married separate or HOH and $2,269 for those filing married jointly, in tax year 
2019.

• Swapping tax credits with another taxpayer for purposes of  either taxpayer’s own 
dependent is illegal.

• You cannot recommend your own dependent/child.



How to Make Your Contribution to AWSF:

• Prepare your current state tax return to find out your tax liability for the year or refer to your 
prior year’s state tax return, line 47, (if  no changes in job or income), to get an estimate of  
your liability.

• Once you know your liability, you will know how much you can contribute.

• Contribute the maximum allowable for your filing status or your total liability, whichever is 
less, online at azwaldorfscholarships.org, by mailing in the paper contribution form with a 
check, or by calling 520-257-6262 with your credit card information. 

• AWSF will process your contribution and provide a receipt for your tax records.

• To claim a Private School Tax Credit on your AZ tax return use AZ tax forms 301, 323 and 
348.



AWSF Provides Both Financial Needs-Based Scholarships and 

Recommended Scholarships to TWS students. 

How your personal tax credit can help 
support our community:

In 2019, AWSF awarded $210k in financial 
needs-based scholarships to approx. 50% of  our 
currently enrolled students. 

If  every family redirected their personal state tax 
liability to the general fund, we could increase 
the dollar amount and number of  scholarships 
awarded to families within our community.

Did you know?

If  you receive a scholarship you are still eligible 
to contribute your own tax credit to the general 
fund, and in doing so, you are essentially 
increasing the amount your child and others 
could be awarded. 

Your participation matters!



Why Does This Matter For Our Community?

A robust scholarship fund:

• allows for healthier and more sustainable enrollment by providing current 
families the support needed to continue their child's Waldorf  Education 
through 8th grade.

• strengthens and increases enrollment for new families resulting in larger class 
sizes and added diversity which benefits us all. 

• supports our mission to make Waldorf  education accessible to as many  
families as possible. 



Steps to Start Receiving Recommended Tax 

Credits:

• Your child must be:

 5 as of  Sept 1st of  the school year using the award, 

 enrolled in fulltime kindergarten or higher grade and,

 not receiving an ESA (Empowerment Scholarship)

• You must fill out an application online at azwaldorfscholarships.org/apply.

• Start recruiting recommended tax credits from friends and family.

• AWSF processes recommended tax credits monthly and contacts the TWS 
representative (Wynter Pradier) to apply scholarships to tuition balance. 



How to Raise Your Own Tuition 

Getting Started:

1. Contribute – Give your own contribution to the Arizona Waldorf  Scholarship Foundation 
(AWSF.) It’s hard to ask your friends and family to do something you have not done yourself. 

2. Make a List of  Contacts – Make a list of  all the people you know who could have an AZ tax 
liability. That is pretty much everyone you know who lives in Arizona and could include family, 
friends, neighbors, coworkers, people with whom you do business, people at your gym, yoga 
studio, church, synagogue, grocery store, farmers market, special interest classes, college course 
classes, and many more.

3. Send out a Letter or Email – Make sure everyone on your list gets information about AWSF 
(ask letter, contribution form, link to website) and ask them to recommend your child or family. 
Contributors may give online at azwaldorfscholarship.org, or mail in the paper contribution 
form. 



How to Raise Your Own Tuition

Getting Started:

4. Post it on Facebook/Instagram/Twitter – Social media can be a wonderful place to post 
information about the tax credit program and encourage friends/followers to support your 
child. You can also post a link to the FAQ page of  the AWSF website which has a great video 
you can share as well. Make sure you tell them to indicate your child’s name when they 
contribute. 

5. Follow Up/Remind People – Call everyone on your list or talk to them in person and ask if  
they have questions. A personal request goes a long way. You can also send out reminders via 
email or social media about 1 week after initial contact. 

6. Ask for help – Reach out to friends or other parents that have been successful and ask what 
worked best for them. You can also contact Sarah Salazar with AWSF at 520-257-6262, or 
Melissa Campbell with TWS at 520-529-1032 ext 105, with any questions or for support. 



10 Ways to Ensure Your Success!

• Write personal notes on each letter.

• If  appropriate, have your child write notes or sign 
the letters with you.

• Include a photo of  your child or one of  his/her 
drawings with your letter or Facebook post.

• Invite people from your list to tour the school or 
attend a festival or special event.

• Take your friend out to coffee and ask him/her 
personally to contribute.

• Hand-address your envelopes and use fun postage.

• Make follow-up calls starting one week after your 
mailings have gone out.

• Give your letters out personally.

• Start NOW! Many tax credit programs and direct 
mail appeals go out at this time of  year. You want 
to be first!

• Involve your entire family and make it fun!

Be persistent. Anticipate difficult questions and rehearse your answers. Take any “no’” as a learning 

experience and KEEP asking!!



Create Your 

Story:

• Think about the reasons you have chosen 

Tucson Waldorf  School for your child 

and your family. 

• Express the ways in which your child has 

changed, improved, or excelled by being 

enrolled at TWS.

• Avoiding trying to ‘sell’ them on your 

decision. Instead, speak to how your child 

is thriving, happy, and enjoys going to 

school. 

The key to the best “ask” is 

to share your story from the 

heart.



REMEMBER: You are asking people to contribute funds 

to AWSF that they would have otherwise paid the state. 

You are not asking for a donation.

You are:

 Giving them an opportunity to take control of  their taxes.

 Showing them a way in which they can invest in children and provide a scholarship at NO cost to them.

 Keeping state tax dollars in our local community and Pima County.



How to Raise Your Own Tuition

Talking Point Tips:

Objections/Questions:
1. I want to direct my tax dollars to (my child’s) 

public school(s). 

2. If  I redirect my taxes to private school, that 
takes away from public school (or other 
public works) funding.

Responses:
1. That is great! You can give the maximum amount 

allowed ($200 single, $400 married) to the public 
school of  your choosing AND still support my 
child with the remainder of  your tax liability. 

2. This is the most difficult objection to answer. The 
best practice is to keep coming back to your story, 
keep it personal rather than private vs. public. 



How to Raise Your Own Tuition

Talking Point Tips:

Objections/Questions:
3. I’m expecting a refund so I can’t contribute.

4. Do you want me to donate my refund?

5. I don’t owe the state anything.

Responses:
3. That’s great you are receiving a refund! A refund simply 

means you overpaid in your withholdings. The funds the 
state is keeping is the amount I would like you to redirect in 
support of  my child. You will still receive the refund you 
were expecting.

4. Nope! I want you to redirect the funds the state was going to 
keep of  your withholdings. This is a no-cost way for you to 
support our family. This does not affect your refund.

5. If  you truly have no state tax liability, you cannot contribute  
a tax credit to AWSF. Do you think you will have a tax 
liability next year and if  so, can I reach out to you again?



Practice Exercise:

Take a few minutes to ask yourself:

• Why am I asking for recommended tax credits?

• What are my fears in asking friends, family, 

strangers for their tax credits?

Turn to the person next to you:

• Take turns asking the other person for their tax 

credit. The person being asked, respond with 

an objection and give the person a chance to 

address. 

• How do you feel?



Additional Resources:

• You can find digital copies of  your RYOT packet at: 
http://www.azwaldorfscholarships.org/parents

• Paper contribution form: http://www.azwaldorfscholarships.org/make-a-
contribution

• Video explaining how tax credits work: 
http://www.azwaldorfscholarships.org/how-tax-credits-work

• Arizona Department of  Revenue – for all the pertinent tax forms and updates on 
the current tax years private school tax credit amounts: https://azdor.gov/tax-
credits/credits-contributions-certified-school-tuition-organizations

http://www.azwaldorfscholarships.org/parents
http://www.azwaldorfscholarships.org/make-a-contribution
http://www.azwaldorfscholarships.org/how-tax-credits-work
https://azdor.gov/tax-credits/credits-contributions-certified-school-tuition-organizations


Thank You For 

Attending Our Workshop!

We want your feedback! 

Please take a few moments to fill out the 

short survey attached to your packet. 


